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BOARD OF FINANCE 

TOWN OF EAST WINDSOR 

11 RYE STREET 

BROAD BROOK, CONNECTICUT, 06016 

 

MINUTES OF BUDGET WORKSHOP   

 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

 

***These minutes are not official until approved at a subsequent meeting*** 

 

Regular Members Present: Jerilyn Corso (Chairman), Kathy Pippin, Bill Syme,                         

Sarah Muska, Karen Christensen 

Regular Members Absent: All Present 

Alternate Members Present: Alan Baker 

Alternate Members Absent: Danielle Godeck 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:   
 

Chairman Corso called the Budget Workshop to Order at 7:01 p.m.  Everyone stood and 

said the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

2. TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING: 

 

Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at the East Windsor Town Hall Meeting Room (11 Rye 

Street, Broad Brook, Connecticut, 06016) 

 

3. ATTENDANCE/APPOINTMENT OF ALTERNATES: 

 

All present, no alternates appointed. 

     4.    PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 

             Andrew Hoffman, 6 Acorn Drive: Spoke in favor of an Economic Development 

Professional. He had a handout that outlined, in his opinion, why East Windsor needs one. To see 

the handout it is hereto attached as Attachment A (3 pages). He would like the Town to fund a 

full time Economic Development Professional and they should start in January 2019. He thinks 

when they start they should come in with some sort of goals. He thinks this is an absolute 

necessity. 

 Bob Lyke, 80 Rye Street: Stated that he would like to work in unison in supporting the 

Economic Development Director. He thinks that they need to sell and market the Town. He 

thinks the Town does not have spiraling costs but decreasing State support and funding. There is 



Board of Finance 

Budget Workshop 

April 11, 2018 
 

2 
 

also decreasing revenues because businesses are not coming into the Town. They should 

creatively write a job description and have a balance of power.  

      5.    APPOINTMENT OF BOF MEMBER TO POLICE NEGOTIATION TEAM: 

After some discussion and one of the Regular Members being unable to take this position it was 

voted to appoint Alan Baker to the position. 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to appoint Alan Baker to the 

Police Negotiation Team. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

   

      6.    DISCUSS OF RFP FOR TOWN ATTORNEY: 

Cindy is concerned that if they have a contract that the Town is breaking that it will cost money. 

It would be good to know better what is going on and what to budget for. Jerilyn feels that as a 

Board they have rejected putting it out to a RFP and they feel it is a bad choice. She thinks the 

Board should make a resolution to state where they stand on this matter and then be done. 

 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Muska) that the Board of Finance make a 

resolution that we are against the RFP for Town Attorney and we should  honor the contract 

with Pullman & Comley.  

In Favor: Pippin, Muska, Syme, Christensen            Opposed: None             Abstain: Herms                  

Motion: PASSED 

    7.   BUDGET WORKSHOP: 

           a. Discuss Economic Development Position: 

Cindy wanted to know the rationale for hiring someone as a employee versus a professional 

contractor.  

Andy Hoffman explained that having a person working as an employee they can be held 

accountable and they will get to know the Town. A contractor is loosely joined to the Town and 

can walk away if a better offer comes along. He stated that an Economic Development person 

may not pay for themselves in the first year or two but will in the long run. 

Laurie Whitten stated that an employee would get to know the Town and they would become an 

integral part of the Town rather than someone that is only there 3-5 hours a week.  A lengthy 

discussion ensued. 
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            b. Discuss Town Planner Budget: 

While discussing the Town Planner budget it was brought up by Sarah that they had barely 

touched their budget this year. Laurie Whitten explained that the reason is that they have not had 

that many meetings because they can’t make a quorum. She stated that they are regrouping and 

getting new members in and they are also getting revitalized. She is asking to get money to hire 

an Economic Development person and they can help populate the Town Planner website which 

is separate from the town. After a lengthy discussion it was moved to add funds toe the 

Professional Services Line. 

 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Herms) to raise the Professional Services 

line to $31,500. 

In Favor: Syme, Herms, Christensen     Opposed: Muska, Pippin Motion: PASSED 

              c. Discuss Building Department Budget: 

Rand Stanley came and answered questions that the Board had. He explained that he had 

received a letter today from David J. Allen, Senior Project Manager for the Calamar Project. The 

letter asked for the release of the foundation permit for the project. To see the letter it is hereto 

attached as Attachment B (1 page). Rand explained that there are 122 units to be built. He would 

like 2 19 hour durational employees. He stated that he is about 4 days out for inspections while 

other towns are 2-3 weeks out for inspections. A lengthy discussion ensued. 

 

 MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Herms) to raise the Professional Services 

line to $25,000. 

In Favor: Syme, Herms, Christensen       Opposed: Pippin, Muska Motion: PASSED 

 

                d. Discuss and Finalize budget for 5/8/18 Budget Referendum: 

910700 Capital Improvement: 

MOTION made by (Herms) and SECONDED by (Christensen) to approve the CIP budget 

for $883,000. 

In Favor: Syme, Christensen, Herms     Opposed: Pippin, Muska Motion: PASSED 
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510200 Police Department: 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Syme) to make the Officer Salary-OT line 

$272,431. 

In Favor: Muska       Opposed: Syme, Pippin, Christensen, Herms Motion: FAILED 

 

MOTION made by (Herms) and SECONDED by (No One) to make the Officer Salary-OT 

line $279,000.  

NO SECOND Motion: FAILED 

 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Herms) to make the Officer Salary-OT line 

$275,000. 

In Favor: Syme, Herms   Opposed: Christensen, Muska       Abstain: Pippin   

It was a tie so Chairman Corso had to break the tie. She voted Yes. 

Motion: PASSED 

 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Muska) to take a 5 minute break at 8:43 

p.m. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

Chairman Corso called the meeting back to Order at 8:48 p.m. 

410100 Selectman: 

MOTION made by (Christensen) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to make the Postage line in 

the Selectman’s budget $18,000. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Christensen) to approve the Selectman’s 

budget at $277,772. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 
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410500 Treasurer: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Christensen) to change the Salary-Full 

Time Line to $211,336. 

In Favor: Syme, Muska, Christensen, Herms     Opposed: None     Abstain: Pippin      

Motion: PASSED 

 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Herms) to approve the Treasurer’s budget 

for $237,202. 

In Favor: Syme, Muska, Christensen, Herms     Opposed: None     Abstain: Pippin      

Motion: PASSED 

 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Herms) to appoint Alan Baker as a regular 

member because Cindy Herms had to leave at 9:00 p.m. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

 

411100 Town Planner: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Christensen) to approve the Town 

Planner’s budget at $246,891. 

In Favor: Syme, Baker, Christensen   Opposed: Muska   Abstain: Pippin Motion: PASSED 

 

411300 Building: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Baker) to approve the Building 

Department’s budget at $178,639. 

In Favor: Syme, Baker, Christensen   Opposed: Muska   Abstain: Pippin Motion: PASSED 

 

411700 Human Services: 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Human Service’s 

budget at $123,456. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 
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510200 Police Department: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Muska) to approve the Police 

Department’s budget at $$3,349,054. 

In Favor: Syme, Muska, Pippin, Baker       Opposed: Christensen Motion: PASSED 

511000 Broad Brook Fire Department: 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Syme) to approve the Broad Brook Fire 

Department’s budget at $432,000. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

910300 Insurance and Pension: 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Insurance and 

Pension’s budget at $3,735,419. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

910700 Capital Improvement: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Baker) to approve the Capital 

Improvement’s budget at $977,668. 

In Favor: Syme, Baker, Christensen      Opposed: Muska, Pippin Motion: PASSED 

910800 Debt Services: 

MOTION made by (Baker) and SECONDED by (Muska) to approve the Debt Service’s 

budget at $1,020,028. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

Board of Education: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Board of 

Education’s budget at $23,404,300. 

In Favor: Pippin, Syme Opposed: Baker, Muska, Christensen Motion: FAILED 

MOTION made by (Baker) and SECONDED by (No One) to approve the Board of 

Education’s budget at $23,604,290 

NO SECOND                                         Motion: FAILED 

 

Chairman Corso relinquished the Chair to Bill Syme. 
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MOTION made by (Corso) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Board of 

Education’s budget at $23,450,000. 

In Favor: Corso, Muska, Christensen, Pippin        Opposed: Baker        Motion: PASSED 

411100 Town Planner: 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to change the Town Planner’s 

Professional Services line back to $26,500. 

In Favor: Syme, Muska, Pippin, Christensen     Opposed: Baker Motion: PASSED 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Town Planner’s 

budget at $277,772. 

In Favor: All Opposed: None Motion: PASSED 

 

Bill Syme relinquished the Chair back to Chairman Corso 

 

Broad Brook Library: 

MOTION made by (Pippin) and SECONDED by (No One) to change the Broad Brook 

Library Line to $500. 

NO SECOND Motion: FAILED 

411300 Building: 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to make Professional Services in 

the Building Department’s budget to $20,000. 

In Favor: Syme, Pippin, Muska          Opposed: Christensen, Baker         Motion: PASSED 

MOTION made by (Muska) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the Building 

Department’s budget at $173,639. 

In Favor: Syme, Pippin, Muska  Opposed: Christensen    Abstain: Baker   Motion: PASSED 

Final Budget: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Pippin) to approve the budget of 

$39,396,958 with a 33.90 mil rate. 

In Favor: Pippin, Syme, Christensen     Opposed: Baker, Muska    Motion: PASSED 
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8.  ADJOURNMENT: 

MOTION made by (Syme) and SECONDED by (Muska) to adjourn at 9:37 p.m. 

 In Favor: All                                   Opposed: None                         Motion: PASSED 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Rebecca D’Amicol, Recording Secretary 
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